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LaDiamond Clark learned she was 
pregnant in the middle of 10th grade.

She was an average student, making Bs 
and Cs. 

Her life was filled with the teenage 
hobbies of talking on the phone and 
hanging out with her friends. School had 
not been a priority, but she had found 
time for it.

But soon she would be a mother.
“I didn’t think I was going to quit 

because I knew I wanted to get through 
school,” LaDiamond said. “My mother 
wanted me to continue with school, but 
I was nervous. I didn’t know how I was 
going to get through it.”

LaDiamond found herself in a position 
familiar to many students who drop out 
of South Carolina’s high schools every 
year.

Graduate Greenville hopes to lower 
those numbers Saturday morning when 
a group of more than 100 volunteers 
visit the homes of students who have 
apparently dropped out of Greenville 
schools, director Judy Snyder, said.

Opening the Doors to Success will take 
place from 9 a.m. to noon. 

Students who did not show up for 
the first week of school will receive a 

visit from concerned members of the 
community who will urge them to begin 
their studies again.

“A lot of times, the reason is 
economical,” said Michelle Allen, 
a graduation coach with Graduate 
Greenville. “Some of them have to go to 
work to provide for their children or to 
help take care of younger siblings.”

Other times students get behind and 
are embarrassed to seek help, Snyder 
said.

Last year, the Opening Doors to 
Success Day reached at least seven 
students who came back to school. It 
reached 13 kids the year before that.

One of those students was a boy who 
quit the 9th grade because his girlfriend 
broke up with him.

He came back to school at a volunteer’s 
urging, began taking extra courses and 
now hopes to graduate on time.

Some students feel it is too late.
“Some of these kids are 17 years old 

and still in the 9th grade,” Snyder said.
Graduate Greenville employs 

graduation coaches at Greenville, Berea, 
Greer, Travelers Rest and Southside high 
schools. Michelle and other coaches meet 
weekly with students who are struggling 

in school to encourage them to stay in 
enrolled. 

The coaches act as liaisons between the 
students’ parents and teachers, keeping 
everyone involved informed of the 
students’ attendances and grades.

Allen, an eight-year educator, has 
always had a passion for students with 
challenges, especially those battling 
poverty and other social issues.

She began her career as a social studies 
teacher, but soon moved on to work with 
teenage mothers.

Two years ago, she came to Graduate 
Greenville.

She was the coach who reached 
LaDiamond before it was too late.

“She is awesome,” LaDiamond said. I 
can honestly say after I had my baby, I 
improved as a student because I had her 
motivating me, and my child motivated 
me.”

LaDiamond stayed in school, and after 
she had her baby, she took extra courses, 
including night classes in Greenville 
High‘s Twilight School program. 

The classes, which included probability 
and statistics and English 4, were tough. 
But she made it through them. 

Now 17-year-old LaDiamond only 

needs to complete a U.S. History class, 
and she will graduate early.

Allen also helped LaDiamond apply 
for an internship with the Spinx Co. She 
was awarded the internship, learned at 
the Spinx Institute all summer and will 
soon begin a full-time job there in the 
deli department.

She plans to attend Greenville 
Technical College, where she is 
considering taking courses in medical 
billing.

LaDiamond would like to be one of the 
volunteers who knock on doors Saturday 
morning to find students who need the 
encouragement she got.

“I would just tell them to stick in 
there,” she said. “I know it gets hard. 
When I was doing Twilight School, I 
was tired. I got ready to stop going, but 
I talked to Ms. Allen, and she motivated 
me.”

Students in trouble should “stay 
around positive people, stay focused on 
your goals of graduating and work hard,” 
LaDiamond said.

It’s the same lesson she hopes to teach 
her now 1-year-old daughter Trinity.

Contact Samantha Harris at  
sharris@greenvillejournal.com.
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